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The analysis of politician’s verbal behavior
through the example of Barack Obama’s public speaking:
linguostylistic aspect]

It is carried out the analysis of Barack Obama’s speech behavior. The speech of politician as multi-
faceted phenomenon allows to verify the peculiarities of a person political thinking. We consider such
means of persuasion as parallel constructions, euphemisms, conceptualization of states, antithesis, emo-
tional epithets, metaphors. The analysis of American former president’s speeches allows coming to the
conclusion that communicative image of this politician is observed in his intention to use positive conno-
tation of his emotional-expressive vocabulary.
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In linguopolitology the analysis of policy language is pointed out as the most
important subject field. The study of policy language was generated by needs of
linguistic theory of language system functioning and also by political problems of
the study of political thinking and its connection with political behavior. Politi-
cians use specific language means to achieve their objectives. The stylistic method
of persuasiveness is the method of creating text of some public speech on a certain
topic to enhance its expressiveness and to manipulate arguments. Policy language
is sometimes described as a kind of publicistic style.

The study of empiric material shows that verbal behavior of politicians has the
following features. In speeches of political leaders there are many parallel con-
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structions. They serve as means of expressive segmentation of necessary expres-
sion or word: “That’s why, over the past six years, deportations of criminals are
up 80 percent. And that’s why we re going to keep focusing enforcement resources
on actual threats to our security [Obama 2014].

(0 80 sy (raa yanal) Jom 5 ililac iai ) ¢ paalall o)l sil) sa e ¢l 13
LisaY Agdedl) Calaagil) e Lo )l o 38 53 Jucal g Ll 8 ) o8 138 5 23l

“Now here’s the thing: We expect people who live in this country to play by
the rules. We expect that those who cut the line will not be unfairly rewarded.” /
LSy o) sl ) gadad ) Ul gl () gt ae ) il bl 138 (8 () sy (Al Gl AW o il o &8 5
Lk [Obama 2014]. “This deal does not apply to anyone who has come to this
country recently. It does not apply to anyone who might come to America illegally
in the future. It does not grant citizenship, or the right to stay here permanently, or
offer the same benefits that citizens receive — only Congress can do that.” / (b3 Y
I WSy sl (A Al gt gl e 3ol Y 1 0A 5 2l 2a ) Jea g i g e dsiiall oa
Ll el et Ao Jaany ol ¢ aila JS8 Lia olall 8 Gall ol ¢ dpial) ey ¥ Juinaall 8 S8 e
SIS Jady G 1Sy a8 (g 503 4<0) - () gridal sl Lgle Juany G [Obama 2014]. “Our focus
right now is to protect American personnel on the ground in Iraq; to protect our
embassy, to protect our consulates, to make sure that critical infrastructure that
could adversely affect our personnel is protected.” / 3 #¥) Ges te (V) L3S 5 caaly
S ) A gaad) A giall Al () e 2STN ¢ Liilliai® dlea g ¢ Ll dleal ¢ (31 pall 8 () Y]
dpena Liilaga o Wl Jigi gl

“Are we a nation that tolerates the hypocrisy of a system where workers who
pick our fruit and make our beds never have a chance to get right with the law? Or
are we a nation that gives them a chance to make amends, take responsibility, and
give their kids a better future?

Are we a nation that accepts the cruelty of ripping children from their par-
ents’ arms? Or are we a nation that values families, and works together to
keep them together?

Are we a nation that educates the world’s best and brightest in our universi-
ties, only to send them home to create businesses in countries that compete against
us? Or are we a nation that encourages them to stay and create jobs here, create
businesses here, create industries right here in America?” ¢ [Obama 2014].

/ Ao Ui sl () gmiamy g Ul (g sidaly ) ¢y slelall 4 aay Y allas (3La Jaaii Al (a3
\.$ il St ine agllilal i g ¢ A gunall Jaaig ¢y shaill da i agaiad dal Ll of $0) 5idll e calaall
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One of the popular stylistic device in the presidential discourse is antithesis. In
this case, the device of emotional contraposition is used instead of the device of
classical antithesis. The device of emotional contraposition provides to increase ef-
fect of “psychological pressure” on addressee: “It has shaped our character as a
people with limitless possibilities — people not trapped by our past, but able to re-
make ourselves as we choose.” / "3l - gl 2 53a Y Sl aialy i Winad & IS N
Dl LS Ll JSsisale) (Ao (5 38 WSl agaiale aa yalay ¥ [Obama 2014]. Families
who enter our country the right way and play by the rules watch others flout the
rules. /" 22 58l & iy cp AY) 2l el il S g o 5l g daaa 48 g LoDy Jass ll uly1”
“Families who enter our country the right way and play by the rules watch
others flout the rules.” [Obama 2014]. “And undocumented immigrants who des-
perately want to embrace those responsibilities see little option but to remain in
the shadows, or risk their families being torn apart.” / & Osteay ¥ 5l () 5 salgall Ll
el s 15ba O Y agd Ol gl Gl 0 G 3ak s g Gl (Omeoal)l e) @G5
shlaall aa ol gy 23 51 JBN. “Had the House of Representatives allowed that kind
of bill a simple yes—or—no vote, it would have passed with support from both par-
ties, and today it would be the law. But for a year and a half now, Republican
leaders in the House have refused to allow that simple vote.” [Obama 2014]

/ 2l e Jeas 38 ST 10 58 g 5 e o Y pals Cu geailly grane Gl sill udaa o
oslas (B O 5 seendl 23U (ad ) | Cuaigale Jl gl S 0 Sl g a gl D 5 Gl Ll SIS (e
Tl g el Vg3 el il 531

Among the typical features of the verbal behavior of the American political
leader rhetoric can be emphasized which has distinct and laconical syntactic con-
structions. Meanwhile it has many social and political vocabulary items, stereotype
attitudes and at the same time, it has some commitment to unusualness, originality,
unicity. All of these things help to have impact on addressee. Political leaders often
advert to such political stereotypes as democracy, human rights, nation, freedom,
constitution, power, piece, love, etc.:” For more than 200 years, our tradition of
welcoming immigrants from around the world has given us a tremendous advan-
tage over other nations.” . [Obama 2014].
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“As Commander—in—Chief, 1 will always do what is necessary to protect the
American people and defend against evolving threats to our homeland.”

/ il 5 S paY) candll dlend (555 i s Lo JS Laiy Jadls 300 Lo ) 08N i
Lida g aags ) 458U jUady,

“Many of their kids are American—born or spent most of their lives here, and
their hopes, dreams, and patriotism are just like ours.” [Obama 2014].

/) aeedal s alal s Lia agilom adina | pamd ol sasiall ¥ il 1 (5535 g pellilal (e i€
Ll agiiidag g,

“Or are we a nation that values families, and works together to keep them to-
gether?” /[Obama 2014].

“Each time we gather to inaugurate a president;, we bear witness to the endur-
ing strength of our Constitution. We affirm the promise of our democracy.” [Oba-
ma 2013].

/il s ae g 350 U ghual Aailall 5 58l e gl ¢ G ) canatil Lgd aaiadi3 o JS

Obama offers to hold true to ideals of predecessors and Constitution. He calls
for team up and help the government in its endeavors. Taking into consideration
the frequency of the words such as “we” and “together” pronounced by him, it is
possible to draw a conclusion that the nation is crucial along with the president and
the government in Obama's policy because the only majority can achieve fast and
guaranteed success.

The high level of the language competence is provided by rich vocabulary and
skills of the language variation in the field of the grammatical system of the lan-
guage. It stands to mention the knowledge of law, political, scientific and special
terminology and abstract and ideology vocabulary [2, p. 154]. It is worth noting
that the using of abstract nouns is typical for language person of professional
politician. Availability of a good deal of abstract nouns serves for euphemisation
helping to disguise “unwelcome” (according to these or another circumstances) in-
formation and it gives chance to enhance emotional intensity and lofty speech.
Obama repeated some key insights of argumentation for the purposes of making
his speech more persuasive.

Obama makes equal ranking arguments to prove his point of view: “Remem-

ber, I have always insisted that I will do what is necessary to prevent Iran from ac-
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quiring a nuclear weapon, and I will. But I also know that a diplomatic solution is
the best way to get this done, and offers a more comprehensive —and lasting —solu-
tion. It is our best option, by far. “. [Obama 2015].

5555 7 Do ANl () sl il (5 )5 3 s L Jmdls ) e Ladla <) jual a8 ¢ )5 S35
Y sad JiShSa andyy o @l 3 aat 45 )l Jundl sa b shall Jal) o Liagf alef S0y Jadla
B aa ) el LA Juadl s 138 4 ) jaiul s [Obama 2015].

“To the Iranian people, I want to reaffirm what I’ve said since the beginning of
my presidency. We are willing to engage you on the basis of mutual interests and
mutual respect. This deal offers the prospect of relief from sanctions that were im-
posed because of Iran’s violation of international law.” / 235 &) xY) il (ady lad
i) mliiaal) el (e aSS)EY slaxin) o gad | il ) 400 A 408 Le ayas (e 2S5 0
B ) g Cans im0 sl (e i) Aol Al o3 55 Jobial) o) ¥ 5
s, [Obama 2015].

The language person of Obama appears as competent and the abidance by all
rules of verbal behavior is evident. Obama makes current value judgements and
predictive assessment.

President’s message is the main state-of-the-nation speech. The part of his
strategy is the reaching out with the audience. The component of this strategy is
the usage of the possessive pronouns “we” and “our” («our success», «our na-
tiony, «our confidence», «our liberty», «our creed»):. “All of us take offense to
anyone who reaps the rewards of living in America without taking on the responsi-
bilities of living in America”. [Obama 2014] / 3l JLa () simy o) il of 2uny ¥ L JS
A s pue sl Jan (350 \Sy el (3

. Today, we have more agents and technology deployed to secure our southern
border than at any time in our history. [Obama 2014]. / ¢3S 1) (e 23 3all Laal il
e g gl e ST A giall Ua gas (il U 0 o5 Al s ) il

Obama in such a way holds himself out as the part of the audience. Using per-
sonal pronouns, the president focuses attention on the aspects, which are signifi-
cant for him with the help of the confident intonation: For our part, I have direct-
ed Secretary Hagel and our Joint Chiefs of Staff to prepare a range of options. I’ll
be meeting with my National Security Council again this evening as we continue to
develop that strategy. And I’ve been consulting with members of Congress and I’ll
continue to do so in the days ahead. [Obama 2014].

I'yMaHuTapHBIE U COLMAIIBHBIC HAYKU 2019. Ne 6 118



/ g asiaba LAY e de sanae dae Y GSSYI elag s Jiala o) sl il Cuad ¢ Liila (e
e sl i€ a8 Al V) el o dai il g 5 bl 138 5 AT 5 e a8l Y Galaa
ALa) ALY 8 @iy ALl Jual gl g Gy sSI) gliac],

The President of the USA is the symbol of the country, representative of all cit-
izens must respect values and it should be reflected in his public speeches. The in-
auguration speech of the president Obama is the remarkable example: My fellow
citizens: 1 stand here today humbled by the task before us, grateful for the trust
you have bestowed, mindful of the sacrifices borne by our ancestors. I thank Presi-
dent Bush for his service to our nation, as well as the generosity and cooperation
he has shown throughout this transition. Forty—four Americans have now taken the
presidential oath. The words have been spoken during rising tides of prosperity
and the still waters of peace. Yet, every so often the oath is taken amidst gathering
clouds and raging storms. At these moments, America has carried on not simply
because of the skill or vision of those in high office, but because We the People
have remained faithful to the ideals of our forbearers, and true to our founding
documents. [Obama 2009]. / / d2eY JS V) elus s Joala sl CadSiy Cudd ¢ Ll (1
Gl gai Jual g 5 elusall 138 (5 a0 5 1a 0 58l Y1 udae pn aainlis ) LA e de sana
ALall LYY 8 iy ALl Sl by (s a9 sluae | aa ) slil i€ 281 Zoadl 5iuY), In his
speech Obama characterizes past and future of the nation against of the present
background, he glorifies such community. He uses graceful literary style, signpost-
ing and corroboration of what is known for audience.

There are different expressive means for public influence in Obama’s range.
He finds emotional epithet for each significant concept. The bright image of storm
is used many times for the creation of heroic pathos: With hope and virtue, let us
brave once more the icy currents, and endure what storms may come. / J=3b
a3 3 ) Cial gall 5 53l <l a3 dal il Aluadll

Yet, every so often, the oath is taken amidst gathering clouds and raging
storms. /4ile Caal e g3aka p gt Jans g andll B AT 5 s G oS0

Obama actively uses method of exaggeration: And so to all other peoples and
governments who are watching today, from the grandest capitals to the small vil-
lage where my father was born: know that America is a friend of each nation and
every man, woman, and child who seeks a future of peace and dignity, and we are
ready to lead once more. /33 J| aal sl HS) (e sl Baalds Al Sla sSall g g il JS)
Jida g 81 el 51 Jany ISy el IS a3 g0 2 S el () 5h st sl (sl 5 L aly 1 5 il
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laase Baldll gl ¢ samiione Wil g Al S g 0D Jilse N 2ss . We want our kids to grow up
in a country where they have access to the best schools and the best teachers — a
country that lives up to its legacy as the global leader in technology and discovery
and innovation, with all the good jobs and new businesses that follow. / s o)} 2
L 5 s (o (o858 32 - Caalaall Jlomdl el Qo 1) ym ) 4 i€ 2Ly 8 LG
3aall CulS il g 3auad) caills o) e aa ¢ SEY 5 SLIESY) g L ol ¢SS & alle X3 S

We want to pass on a country that’s safe and respected and admired around
the world; a nation that is defended by the strongest military on Earth and the
best troops this world has ever known — but also a country that moves with confi-
dence beyond this time of war to shape a peace that is built on the promise of free-
dom and dignity for every human being. / ass\a yines Wil 10y 8 Lan o) 4y 5
1ia Lgd e <l 58 Juzabl 5 o )W) e 4y jSue 558 (5 581 Lgie adlai Al ¢ alladl elail paan (8 e YU
ey le e ada Bl 138 o yal) cadg ey A @l pati i g0 L <5 - 3OULY) e Wl
Ol JS Al S 5 3 jally

Obama always thanks his team and his family personally, he is very polite and
forgiving to his opponents and audience. He always tries to emphasizes liberty and
equality of different people. The highest level of emotional abundance is observed
in his inauguration speech. He achieves such affect with the help of different stylis-
tic devices. He has a certain target to help the audience to feel and comprehend
such significant patriotic emotions [1].

Speeches of this kind also abound in metaphors. The mention of how a person is
convinced through metaphors is undeniable. They note their ability not only to change
their attitude to the situation, but also to control the behavior of people. Therefore,
metaphors are so often used in political argumentation. Based on various experiments,
scientists conclude that the metaphor has a significant impact on the decision-making
process and this effect is not recognized by the object. You can also notice that the
brighter and more imaginative the metaphor, the stronger the manipulative effect.
However, it is worth noting that, for example, genetic or erased metaphors have no
less potential, sometimes even more preferable than metaphors with bright imagery,
because the impact in this case is at the level of subconscious association.

Political science has a rich history of studying how politics is conceptualized in
the minds of people. At the beginning of the last century, Walter Lippmann em-
phasized that for most people, politics is "unattainable, out of sight and conscious-
ness." Essentially, the political world for the public is like an “actor movie”.
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Given the accessibility of political information, it is not surprising that people
derive it from public speaking and the media. However, it cannot be said that the
information is not subject to comprehension. According to the theory of J. Lakoff
and M. Johnson, the metaphor refers to universal human experience in order to
find the best way to transmit information. It should be noted that the metaphor is
based on an independent path, i.e. an independent "figurative expression" called
comparison. In comparison, there are two objects, there are comparative unions,
and the metaphor has one image and there are no comparative words.

Political cognition researchers Russell Newman, Marion Just, and Anna
Kriegler have developed two key concepts — schema and heuristic — that help
describe how people use metaphors to process information of a political nature.
The scheme simplifies the understanding of any political facts organized as a
whole." The metaphor “serves as an organizing technique that facilitates the assim-
ilation of new information.

A metaphor facilitates the assimilation and explanation of information. Oba-
ma's metaphorical thinking points to signs of crisis thinking, that is, there is a prob-
lematic situation, the resolution of which requires considerable efforts, new knowl-
edge to build many options for action and choose the right alternative. In political
discourse, a metaphor performs two crucial functions: 1) is a powerful means of
knowing political reality; 2) is a powerful means of persuasion. This led to an ac-
tive study of metaphorical models in political discourse.

It should again be noted that any word for the president is a big responsibility.
Barack Obama is a competent speaker, but even he has mistakes, reservations. In
addition to “Obamism,” there are also “Bushisms,” “Putinism,” and “Medvedism.”
But the concepts of “Bushisms,” “Medvedism,” and “Putinism,” are winged ex-
pressions, aphorisms, and metaphors. The concept of “Obamism” also has a second
meaning - a modification of the name of Barack Obama, for example, Obagasms,
Obeyme, Obamination, Barack O'Possum, Fauxbama, NObama, O'barmy, Obama
— Rama — Lama — Ding — Dong, etc.

In the speech of US President Barack Obama, you can sometimes find the so-
called "Obamism" among the people. Obamism is a reservation of Barack Obama,
the so-called "bloopers." While they cannot be counted a lot, but they have already

"made a lot of noise."
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You can also highlight the brightest of its kind phenomenon — a precedent
phenomenon. A precedent phenomenon is a phenomenon that is significant for a
person in a cognitive and emotional relationship, having a super personal charac-
ter, i.e. well known to the surroundings of a given personality, including both
predecessors and contemporaries, and, finally, those whose appeal is resumed re-
peatedly in the discourse of this linguistic personality. In linguistics, there are
several concepts similar to the term “precedent phenomenon”, such as “reminis-
cence” and “allusion”. Reminiscence (Latin reminiscentia, memory) can be called
quotation without quotes, implicit quotes. Reminiscences can be present both in
the text itself, in the image, or in the music, as well as in the title, subtitle or titles
of the chapters of the work in question. Allusion (Latin allusio - a joke, a hint) is
a stylistic figure containing an explicit indication or a clear allusion to a certain
literary, historical, mythological or political fact, enshrined in textual culture or
in colloquial speech. In contrast to reminiscence and a precedent phenomenon, it
is more often used as a rhetorical figure that requires unambiguous understanding
and reading. If we consider the aspects of political discourse, then precedent phe-
nomena fit their significance most.

In assessing the effectiveness of the use of precedent phenomena in political
communication, the following criteria should be considered.

The political relevance of a case phenomenon. The precedent names used by
the author should fully correspond to the discursive characteristics of the
text and especially the representations of the addressee.

Social awareness of the relevant precedent name as a carrier of certain qualities.
The accessibility of the used precedent phenomenon for readers on whom
the relevant publication is oriented, the ability of readers to grasp the mean-
ing of the corresponding image.

Sufficient correctness and unambiguity of the use of a precedent phenome-
non. The politician’s unaware possibility of a double understanding of the
phrase distracts attention from the author’s intention.

In the discourse of the American presidential election, precedent phenomena
are used mainly denotatively, which is associated with the dominant strategies for
providing manipulative influence.

The rhetoric of Barack Obama, especially during the inauguration, is an in-
teresting source of analysis of this phenomenon. The use of allusions and prece-
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dent names is often associated with prominent US politicians such as Abraham
Lincoln and Martin Luther King. In his speech “A change we can believe in”,
the following allusion occurs in explaining the desire to be president “because
of what Dr King called 'the fierce urgency of now”, which can be seen in the
speeches “America our moment is now”, and "The great need of this hour".
Also, the phrases “people come here”, “march ahead”, “a quest for freedom”,
“no turning back”, used by Martin Luther King, were also used by Barack Oba-
ma in their speeches: "We cannot walk alone. And as we walk, we must make

the pledge that we shall always march ahead. "
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